
Junior English Scoring Rubric
English


Scoring Guide for                                                                                                     Date​__________                 
CONTENT:  / 0 / 5 / 10 / 15  / 20 /25/30

Topic is clear.; Paper follows topic assigned by teacher.

Purpose is clear.

Introduction identifies the topic, stimulates reader’s interest, establishes tone, and enables the readers to

     anticipate what the essay or piece of writing is about.

Support is developed with examples, illustrations, research, or appropriate personal experiences. 

Expression of ideas avoids logical fallacies.

Conclusion summarizes the essay and calls a reader to action in thought, word, or deed. 

Paragraphing and ORGANIZATION:  / 0 / 5 / 10 / 15 / 20  /

Thesis sentence gives the reader a preview of the ideas in the essay.

Organization helps the reader to see where the essay is going 

Development of ideas follows a logical progression, a chronological order, or inductive or deductive reasoning.

All paragraphs address and develop a central idea.

Transitions through transitional words, a repetition of key words, and the use of appropriate pronouns or  synonyms help the reader follow the essay’s progression and development within and among paragraphs.

Support flows naturally into or out of the context of the essay

Documentation, paraphrasing, and quotation are effective and correct.

Sentence Structure and STYLE:  / 0 / 5 / 10 / 15 /

Style is internally consistent and appropriate. (Either formal or informal throughout).

Perspective remains constant.  (Objective or subjective)

Tone is appropriate for audience and purpose.

Approach is inviting and stimulating by engaging the reader’s interest and imagination.. 

Vocabulary is appropriate for the intended audience and purpose. (Nouns are concrete and specific.     Verbs are active.)  The writer avoids clichés and jargon.

Structure at the sentence level is varied.

Sentence Structure errors  (dangling modifier, faulty predication, misplaced parts) are absent.

SENTENCE GRAMMAR and MECHANICS * :    / 0 / 5 / 10 / 15  / 20  / 

The paper contains no major errors:

Major errors are Comma splices, fragments,  run-on sentences or subject-verb agreement errors.

The paper contains a minimum of minor errors or none at all.

Minor errors are errors in  punctuation, spelling, pronoun usage, and verb form, 

* Fatal Errors:  Three or more major errors may result in automatic failure of the essay.

Twelve or more minor errors may result in automatic  failure of the essay.

FORMAT and DOCUMENTATION *:   / 0 / 5 / 10  / 15
Essay observes the proper heading, margins, and it is neat in appearance.
Essay follows the appropriate format for the assignment, including documentation, both parenthetical citation and works-cited documentation.

                  * A combination of three errors in format or documentation results in zero points for this section.

Comments:  

TOTAL    _________ SCALE:  100 - 90 = A         89 - 80 = B        79 - 70 = C           69 – 60 = D

*The concept of fatal errors is based on the assumption that a student must have a basic level of knowledge in order to write on the college level.  This basic level of knowledge is most often reflected in the student’s understanding of  grammar and mechanics
