Etymological Analysis of Title and First Six Lines of Leaves of Grass (1855)

 

 

Total words (including repeats) 43



Total Unique Words 30

Total words in Old English 
32



Total Unique OE Words    22

Total words in Latin   

  6



Total Unique Latin Words   5

Total words in Greek

  1



Total Unique Greek Words  1

Total words in Other

  4



Total Unique Other Words   2

 

Percentages:

 

75%  Total words in Old English, including repeats

14%  Total words in Latin, including repeats

  2%  Total words in Greek

  9%  Total words Other 

 

73%  Total unique words in Old English

17%  Total unique words in Latin

3.3% Total unique words in Greek

6.7% Total unique words in Other (German=loafe, from Landläufer, “idler” & Middle 

English=belonging)

 

The Old English cast and crew includes the following regulars (not stars by any means, but true professionals nonetheless):  leaves, of, grass, and, a, as, at, every, for, good, I, lean, myself/my, me, of, shall, soul, spear, summer, to, what, and you.  Of these, and is used 3 times, grass 2, myself/my & me 4, of 2, I 4, to 2, you 2, and all the rest once.

 

The Latin stars are the following words:  assume, celebrate, invite, ease, and observing.  

 

The Greek is atom, and the Other words are loafe and belonging.

 

Are these the usual numbers you would expect, and do they tell you anything about the composition of the English language?  Also, do they tell you anything about how the etymologies behind a poet’s choice of words flavor/determine/enhance/alter/create his/her poetry?  Does the predominance of Old English words in the first 6 lines tell you anything about Leaves of Grass?

 

 

 

 

