HANDOUT FOR SEMINAR

LATIN AND GREEK ETYMOLOGIES

We drove past the beautiful antebellum homes thinking of another, more distant war.  It presented Atlanta with the challenge of afterwards becoming like the Phoenix and rising from her ashes.  That memory got us to talking about Bush’s ultimatum to Saddam Hussein.  We were discussing whether or not we thought his decision was inspired or demonic.  “War is hell,” General Sherman said, and it was the one truth we could both at least agree on.  War creates pandemonium, not peace.  It creates tragedy.  

Some hear these facts and respond sardonically.  They feel only fanatics hate war.  They find war scintillating, not execrable.  At every level, then, war creates confusion, and is created by man’s essential stupidity.  How easily we forget how evanescent our lives really are.

KEY:

Antebellum  
L. before the war

Phoenix
From Brewer’s Dict. Gk. phoinix, “Phoenician,” meaning purple.

Memory
L. memoria, fr. memor mindful

Ultimatum 
L. ultimus farthest, last, situated beyond

Discuss
L. discussus, to disperse, fr. dis- apart + quatere, to shake

Decide

L. decidere lit. to cut off, fr. de- + caedere- to cut

Inspired
L. to breathe into

Demonic
GREEK daimön, prob. Fr. daiesthai, to distribute

Agree

L. ad + gre, will, pleasure, cf. grace, gratus
Pandemonium
Milton, Greek pan- all + daimön

Tragedy
Gk. tragöidia, fr.tragos, goat (trögein, to gnaw) + aeidein to sing

Cf. tragus ha.

Sardonic
Gk. sardonios=herb, death throes called sardonically “Sardonios laughter”

Scintillating
L. sparks (scintilla)

Execrable
L. exsecrari, to put under a curse = ex- + sacr (sacred)

Confusion
L. confuses, com+fundere=to pour together (cf. fused sentence)

Essential
L. essentia, fr. esse, to be—more at IS

Stupidity
L. stupidus, fr. stupēre, to be numb, astonished; cf. stupendous, stupefy, stupor.

Evanescent
L. evanescere—more at vanish, which comes from L. e- + vanescere, to vanish, fr. vanus, empty; cf. vain, vanity.
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