Fin Whale 


(Balaenoptera physalus)
Yes, as Seong-o said, the dorsal fin of a whale is on its “back.”  See illustration above.  Apparently the “tail” leads to the two flukes (a fluke is half of the fin at the posterior).
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lapis lazuli = lapis (stone) and lazuli is from ML lazuli, gen. Of lazulum from Ar. lazuward (see azure).  Ar. Lazuward is from the Persian name for Lajward, the place in Turkestan, mentioned by traveler Marcos Polo, where lapis lazuli was collected.

manacle = yes, from L. manicula ‘little hand’ (‘handle’), from manus.  Also see manage and manual, both from manus also.

Rip tide was not so easy.  Some suggest it comes from the verb rip, but that didn’t satisfy me.  I will have to do further research.  

Etymology dictionaries of note:

Brewer’s Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, 16th edition.  Is on sale at Amazon.com for $33—a lot of money, but worth it.

Chambers Dictionary of Etymology (1999).  $30.

Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology (1966).  $60.

Concise Dictionary of Etymology (1995).  $37.

Word Origins by W. J. Funk (an old-time favorite of mine)

The Mother Tongue by Bill Bryson.  Cheap and hilarious and very accurate.

Dictionary of Word Origins by John Ayto.

Also see www.etymonline.com (fairly good website for etymologies).  Best of course is OED online.  

