WELCOME TO COLLEGE!!!

Congratulations on entering college as a freshman!  Your hard work has paid off, and you are ready to start a new adventure.  Here are a few pieces of advice that one middle-aged once-college-freshman has to offer.  If you follow them, she promises you your freshman year will be one of much joy and of good memories made for when you are her age.

Attend class.  Obviously you are a good student, or you would not have gotten this far.  However, do not abandon the good habits that have served you so well over the years.  Students who attend class regularly, statistics prove, make better grades.  It’s a fact.

Poke around in your professor’s website.  You never know what helpful hints or interesting facts you will find there.
Read every syllabus carefully.  A syllabus is a summary of the requirements for a class.  Every professor requires slightly different work from you.  The syllabus clues you into the professor’s attendance policy, test dates, assigned readings, etc.—read it.
Read the college catalog.  In it you will learn of the requirements for graduation, you will read course descriptions, and you will learn how plagiarism is punished, and what the policy is for academic honesty, etc.  These rules are mandatory to know.  Keep the catalog you come in on:  2002-2004.  Keep it.  Its rules will apply to you throughout your college career.  Remember, YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR KNOWING what’s in it.
Take notes.  Do remember that you will be juggling several classes at once, and you need to take good notes.  It is statistically proven that good note-takers make better grades.
This is not high school.  Most freshmen don’t need this bit of advice, but it is given anyway, just for emphasis.  Freshman English has different and higher expectations than high school English.  I myself made a D- on the first English essay that I wrote.  The same can be said for Freshman Biology, Freshman Math, etc.—this isn’t high school.

Do NOT drop a class without meeting with your freshman advisor (me) first.  You must have my approval before you drop a class.  You must first go through me.

You MUST attend class once before you are eligible to drop it (applies to freshman only), UNLESS your AP scores show you have exempted a certain class or classes. 

BRING ME A COPY OF YOUR AP (ADVANCED PLACEMENT) SCORES.  Do not assume the scores will get to me automatically.  This will make life easier for you.  It will cut down on delays.  Do this by yesterday already!
If you want to be an art, theater, or music major, GREAT!!!  Do note that you MUST FIRST be admitted into those programs.  For art, contact Mr. Stephen Frazier, 706.233.7283, or studio 291.7779, for theater, contact, Ms. Cat Mew, 706.233.7282, and for music, contact Dr. Peter DeWitt, 706.233.7320.

Freshmen can take 1000 or 2000 level classes, but not 3000 classes.

For BUSINESS OR SCIENCE OR MATH MAJORS, you MUST take College Algebra.  Science majors MUST take Science Seminar (NAS 1001) Pass/Fail—call Mrs. Sharryse Henderson 706.233.7291).

Every freshman must take the core courses, and the sooner you take them, the sooner you can go on to courses in your major.  So don’t delay!  Buckle down and take the core courses NOW.  You MUST take English and Math and Biology.  I took all these and survived with my socks intact.  You will, too.
You must make a “C” or better in English 1010 (FRESHMAN COMPOSITION) in order to go on to English 1020, and you must also pass the Grammar Test in English 1010.

YOU MUST SIGN UP FOR CAPS AND SDV 1010 (STUDENT DEVELOPMENT).

ASK LOTS OF QUESTIONS.  You’re freshmen.  It’s expected.  My contact information is as follows:  706.233.7252 (work) or cbutcher(at)shorter.edu (substitute @ for at).  Call me.  Best of luck!  Enjoy your first year!  Dr. Butcher.

