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Your OED PRESENTATION has a strict time limit of 1-2 minutes.  That’s 2 minutes MAX.  I will be timing with the help of a clock’s second hand.  The time limit exists because we have a full class and only one day to do this assignment and also because time limits exist routinely for presentations, and they must be observed.  A lower grade will result the longer a presentation goes over the time limit.

How to keep within the time limit:

· Organize your thoughts.

· Type them, DOUBLESPACED, onto ONE normally formatted page.

· Hit the high points of your word’s entry in the OED:

· Mention something about its history spelling-wise.

· Mention something about interesting facts about its entry:  length of pages it requires in the OED, etc.

· Mention its etymology (some etymologies are interesting; some are not).

· Mention its various meanings and when, historically, they occurred.

· Present some of the examples of your word’s earliest use(s).  Avoid quoting exceedingly long examples.  Condense.

· PRACTICE before a mirror.  This practicing before a mirror cannot be overemphasized.  It is the only way to become familiar with the medium that is presentation.  It has several benefits. It breaks down your natural reluctance to do something unfamiliar—standing in front of a mirror feels odd at first, but the more you do it, the more familiar it becomes.  A mirror is a good reflection (pun intended) of the presence of an audience.  It helps you know what your audience will be seeing.  Time yourself as you stand in front of the mirror because this simulation will let you know how long your writing words on the board will take, how long looking up and down will take, etc.

What I am looking for in a good presentation:

· Good, clear organization.

· An unrushed presentation.

· Good eye contact throughout.  (DO NOT READ ONLY.)

· Good voice quality.  Strong.  Do not mumble.  Do not whisper.

· Specifics balanced against a strong organizational framework.

· Adherence to the time limit.

