POETIC TERMS
Essential for Every Intelligent Student in the Known Universe

Many poetic terms like anacrusis, anacreontic, anadiplosis, and anaphora sound Greek.  The savviest of the savvy will one day check out and read Ars Poetica by the Roman poet, Horace (65 B.C.E.-8 B.C.E.).

To Know:

allegory
alliteration
allusion
ambiguity
amphibrach
anachronism
diction
connotation
denotation
epithet
neologism
archaism
kenning
anthology
etymology
anticlimax
antiphrasis
antithesis
antonomasia
aphorism (gnomic utterance)
apocope
apostrophe
near rhyme
archaism
assonance
asyndeton
aubade
motif (theme, burden)
avant-garde
blank verse
iambic pentameter
free verse
bucolic 
cacophony
cadence
caesura
scansion
canon
carpe diem
chapbook
content
couplet
dactylic
decameter
genre
dirge
dissonance
dramatic monologue
elegy (elegiac)
ellipsis
empathy
epic
epithalamium
eulogy
figure of speech
euphemism
hyperbole
simile 
metaphor
personification
symbol
 foot
iamb
anapest
trochee
dactylic
spondee
palindrome
stanza
form
persona (voice)
lyric verse
lyre
dramatic verse
narrative verse
rhyme scheme
litotes (meiosis)
irony
pathetic fallacy
grave
haiku
hamartia
heroic couplets
homonym
paronomasia
onomatopoeia
synesthesia
pathos
purple patch
synecdoche
visual poetry
ubi sunt
oxymoron
paradox
muse

Zeus’s girls:  
Calliope (kuh-LY-uh-pee): Muse of epic poetry
Clio (KLY-oh or KLEE-oh): Muse of history
Erato (EHR-uh-toh): Muse of lyric and love poetry
Euterpe (yoo-TUR-pee): Muse of music, especially wind instruments
Melpomene (mel-PAH-muh-nee): Muse of tragedy
Polymnia (pah-LIM-nee-uh): Muse of sacred poetry
Terpsichore (turp-SIK-uh-ree): Muse of dance and choral song
Thalia (thuh-LY-uh): Muse of comedy
Urania (yooh-RAY-nee-uh): Muse of astronomy

