The Mystery of the Pronunciation of Scop Explored

For Jenn Baker

Merriam-Webster’s 10th edition:  Scop [shōp] or [skōp] or [skäp].

Please note which pronunciation is listed first; it is the preferred pronunciation.  Scop rhymes with rope and soap and dope, and its initial consonant cluster is said like the sh in shout!  There is a good reason for this.  [Shōp] is preferred (by the most highly intelligent people) because the cluster sc—originally pronounced [sk]—became changed in the West Saxon dialect when c was palatalized, which is a fancy term linguists like to use, meaning ‘to pronounce as or change into a palatal sound,’ which is absolutely no use, is it.  A ‘palatal’ sound is formed with some part of the tongue near or touching the hard palate posterior to the teethridge (the \sh\ and \y\ in English and the \k\ of ich \ik\ in German are examples).  You know your palate is the roof of your mouth.  So put your tongue up there, and say [shōp].  You become part of that elite, highly intelligent group that knows how to pronounce scop.  The long s is the linguistic phonetic marking used to represent this [sh] sound, like so:  ∫.  In becoming palatalized, which you now recognize in your vocabulary, sk probably passed through the following sequence of sounds:  [sk > skj > sxj > sj > ∫].  [∫] = [sh], remember.

How to remember this incredibly significant piece of information?  Easy.  Pronounce the o in scop continentally, as in Spanish or French or German—a long o sound.  Next, remember that you must “shop” around for that precise pronounciation.  Shop; then add the long o sound.  You get [shōp].  Easy!
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