The Year 1000 Reading Deadlines

OLD ENGLISH

Here are your deadlines, and instructions to help flesh them out.  Also, I will go over these assignments carefully in class, and if you still have questions, I am available to answer these at a time of mutual convenience.

Read The Year 1000, and be prepared to give a report on ____________________.
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December

PRESENTATION:

Let the presentation be five-ten minutes long.  That means:  Don’t let it be shorter than five minutes, nor longer than ten.  Penalties (grade reductions) result when the time deadlines are not met.  Dr. Butcher is a stickler for time deadlines!  The trick is this:  You can say much in five minutes if it is a very well-organized five minutes.  Think of Jerry Seinfeld’s stand-up routine, Abraham Lincoln’s speeches, and I Corinthians 13.  So prepare beforehand.  Dr. Butcher will go over things that will help, and you may make other suggestions to the class, if you have them.  Always speak up (please)!

For this presentation, bring out the most salient aspects of your chapter(s).  Use a fitting visual aid.  Introduce us to new online or print research you have discovered.  You are also encouraged to make a PowerPoint presentation.  Laptops are available in the library and in the computer lab on campus.  Or you can use another suitable visual or aural aid—a poster, piece of music, book, or pictures—use your imagination.

Make the report interesting.  Remember that this is (yawn) summer school, when minds may be wandering to the nearest pool, so spice it up with interesting facts and a telling style of presentation.  Use good speaking form, etc.  This will be a bonafide aid to you when you step up to the platform to accept your Noble Prize.  Practice now, seriously.

I will go over “good speaking form” in class in great detail.  Your grade for the presentation is 50% content.  Was real information passed on to the audience?  Was the information correct?  Was a mastery of information shown?  Was the most salient information chosen?  Was there solid content or constant fluff?

The other 50% of your presentation is based on style.  Was the presentation interesting?  Was it attention-getting in the right way?  Did it pose memorable questions?  Did it make us think?  Was it dead boring?

JOURNAL:

You should immediately start keeping a personal journal on your required readings for this class.  That includes The Year 1000.  Your journal will consist of ten double-spaced pages and ten entries.  Several readings may be covered in one entry, if you wish, but detail is encouraged and even required in every entry.  This journal should somehow be bound (even the simple but elegant staple will do the trick).  

INTERNET RESEARCH COMPONENT:

Let one journal entry be ten fascinating, reliable websites you found that discuss topics or show artifacts pertinent to the Anglo-Saxon world and Old English literature.  Let another journal entry include your reaction to the website that features Wulfstan’s Sermo Lupi Ad Anglos.

The journal should also contain your reactions to the Anglo-Saxon world we encounter in these Internet-research assignments, class discussions, lectures, readings, and other research.  Be sure to check the library here, at Berry, and downtown for other research materials.  These journals will be due July 20th.  Sample journal entries will be discussed in class.  

No exceptions will be made for tardiness.  If late, the journal will earn a zero.  Any late assignment will earn a zero, which is debilitating to a grade.  The journal is due early so you can get your reading into your intelligent pate and start processing it for the final essay assignment.  
This close reading work will also facilitate class discussions.  I want interesting class discussions.  Also, your personal journal must demonstrate your familiarity with every reading assignment below.   That means that you should comment on each homily read, and you must show a general knowledge of The Year 1000 in its entirety, and not just with your chapter(s).  These reading materials have been carefully selected to represent several different historical, theological, rhetorical, and manuscript questions that we will be considering.  

Your journals will be graded on content (50%) and writing form (50%).  You must demonstrate a knowledge of all reading material (including introductions), and you must do so in a cogent, crisp, summary fashion.  Write well.  Don’t get sloppy with comma splices and such.  These will lower the grade because where there are sloppy comma splices there is sloppy thinking.  Good writing will elevate your argument.  Always determine to write your best, at all times.  Also, get to the point.  And when you have questions about the material, state them.  Questions are wonderful gifts, wonderful like diamonds in the mind.  You are expected to have good questions.

Here are your reading assignments:

· Read every scintillating, scholarly scrupulous page of The Year 1000.

· Read Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher’s introduction for God of Mercy.

· Read (also in God of Mercy) nine sermons by Ælfric (Ælfric wrote them all; take your pick).

· Read the following from Anglo-Saxon Spirituality:  
Introduction

Blickling Homilies X, XIV, XIX

Vercelli Homilies II and VI

Ælfric’s homilies on St. John, St. Dionysius, St. Oswald, and Easter

All three of Wulfstan’s homilies given in Anglo-Saxon Spirituality
(As noted above, also find Sermo Lupi Ad Anglos online and write up 

what you found in one journal entry.  Test-drive the website for it.)  
The weekend of the 24th and 25th will be a take-home test due Monday, July 26th.  This test will be several essay questions to be answered in your best writing style, with cogency and many, many details.  (God is in the details!)  No exceptions will be granted on the July 26th deadline for turning in this take-home test.  It is due at 10 a.m. at the start of class, and please TYPE IT, double-spaced, on unlined white paper.  Do quote apt passages or lines from the sermons.

Your final grade will be comprised of 33.3% presentations on The Year 1000 (and also class participation, which is linked to your class attendance; if you don’t attend class regularly, you cannot possibly score well in class participation); 33.3% personal journals; and 33.3% take-home test.

This information supplements your original syllabus.

Keep these questions in mind during the term:

What is a homily?  How does it differ from a sermon?  (See God of Mercy introduction.)

How were the Anglo-Saxons different from us modern people?  How similar?

How has the English language evolved since Anglo-Saxon days?  Be specific.

What was it like to be a monk in tenth-century England?

Compare (and contrast) Ælfric’s sermons with Wulfstan’s and with the earlier Blicking 

and Vercelli homilies.


Explain how Christianity came to England (all at once, or in dribs and drabs?).  Who is the St. Augustine who landed in Canterbury, and when did he land there?  Who is Gregory the 

Great?  How did monks make use of pagan temples?  What does this say about 

their philosophy of proselytizing?

Would you expect to find monastic ruins in Ireland?  Why?

What is Ælfric’s main point?  How does he view eschatology?  Is his theology 

Christocentric?  If so, how do you know this?  Why is Ælfric important?

How do Ælfric’s sermons compare to the ones you may hear in church on Sunday?

How does the Internet enhance Old English scholarship?

Who were the Vikings and what made them so formidable?  What impact did they have 

on the early church?

Did Vikings ever threaten Ælfric?  Explain.

Do you like the rhetoric of the earlier Blickling and Vercelli sermons?  Why or why not?  

(To answer this question, you must explain what that rhetoric is.)

Did medieval England have a high literacy rate?  Explain what affect this literacy rate had 

on the spread of Christianity.  Also, explain Ælfric’s hesitancy to translate the 

Bible into the vernacular.  What was he afraid of?

How is Ælfric connected to the Medieval women mystics who followed him?
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10-11




Introduction to Anglo-Saxon and the major themes and writers explored.  

Start reading!  Read!  Also start writing in your journals!  Write!  Also start 

preparing your presentations!  Take good notes this first week.  The 

information will certainly be needed later, for the take-home test.
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The Year 
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lectures) comparing (and contrasting) 
journals
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needed.
Ælfric’s sermons with Wulfstan’s and 
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homilies.




(20th)!
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24-25



JOURNALS



DUE—20th
Continue in-class discussions with an eye to giving out


Do take-

the take-home test on Friday, July 23rd; due Monday, July 26th.

home test.
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Take-home

Discuss Vikings (and York).





Test


Who were they?





due in 

Why were they so formidable?






at 10 a.m.

How did they impact the early church?
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