Bede on Anglo-Saxon Names for Months

In his splendid work on chronology, De Temporum Ratione (725), Bede explains the Anglo-Saxon names for the months of the year.  Not all of them can be linked to something pagan in significance.
May was Thrilmilch (in that month cows were milked three times a day)

August was Weodmonath (the month in which weeds were most abundant)

But several did have pagan significance:

March (Hredmonath) &

April (Eosturmonath) were the months in which festivals of the goddesses Hretha and Eostre were celebrated.

February (Solmonath) was the month of cakes (given as offerings to the gods).

November (Blodmonath) was the month in which cattle were sacrificed.

Bede’s etymology may be suspect.  See what you discover.  Use the Oxford English Dictionary and have fun!

