OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY FACTS

Located in library’s reference section=2nd edition (1989)

DEDICATED TO HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

290,500 main entries

59,000,000 words

2,412,400 illustrative quotations

For list of abbreviations—see your handout or p. lxvi of Volume I

For Select Bibliography (to help explain the sources used in the illustrations)—see the very end of Vol. XX (“Z”)

In the spelling section for each entry, the following abbreviations apply (p. xxvii):

1=Old English times (till 1100)

2=12th century., Old English transition

3=13th cent., Early Middle English

4=14th cent., Late Middle English

5=15th cent., Middle English transition

6=16th cent., Early Modern (or Tudor) English

7=17th cent., Middle Modern English

8, 9, 20=18th, 19th, 20th cents., Recent English

The fine print:

The vocabulary of a widely diffused and highly cultivated living language is not a fixed quantity circumscribed by definite limits….[T]he vocabulary of English-speaking people presents, to the mind that endeavors to grasp it as a definite whole, the aspect of one of those nebulous masses familiar to the astronomer, in which a clear and unmistakable nucleus shades off on all sides, through zones of decreasing brightness, to a dim marginal film that seems to end nowhere, but to lose itself imperceptibly in the surrounding darkness.  (p. xxiv)

If there is any truth in the Old Greek maxim that a large book is a great evil, English dictionaries have been steadily growing worse ever since their inception nearly four centuries ago.  (p. xxxv)
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