ADVANCED GRAMMAR

BON MOTS FROM PROFESSOR JOHN ALGEO
(All quotations below are Dr. Algeo’s.  All other pieces of information here were gleaned from the notes Dr. Butcher took while in graduate school when she was fortunate enough to take Dr. Algeo’s sparkling classes.)
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“In the sixteenth century, the grammars of English were first written for little school boys to have something to help them understand Latin grammar.  These aided the learning of Latin.”
“Printers, ‘neat souls,’ didn’t like all the variation of spelling, so they pushed for the unification of spelling:  orthography.  Shakespeare, for example, could be spelled any number of ways.”  See the opening scene of Gwyneth Paltrow’s movie, Shakespeare in Love.

“Grammar is not in the language.  It is invented by the grammarian and projected onto the language.  There are many right ways.”
STARS are to constellations as MARSHALL FOREST is to golf courses and as LANGUAGE is to grammar(s).  (That’s what I extrapolated from all the above.)
“All Grammars leak.  You can have more than one grammar for a language.  And all grammars have holes.  Machine translation is like the Chinese recipe for tiger stew.  It begins with, You must first catch the tiger.”  
“A language is an ill-defined set of sentences.”
“There are two approaches to Grammar:  SEMANTIC—meaning; or STRUCTURAL—how words, phrases, etc. go together.”
“Nouns are words to which you can add –s to denote more than one.  And nouns can follow the, a.”

“Diagramming is a system of display.  In Medieval times, scholastic philosophers used diagrams to show logical structures for Latin sentences.  Diagramming has been around a long time.”

“Some of the students hate it [diagramming], some think it is juvenile, but some like it, and diagramming is good for all of them!” (Feb. 6, 2003 e-mail from Dr. Algeo to Dr. Butcher)

“As we see in Winston Churchill’s famous example, ‘This is the kind of nonsense up with which I will not put,’ prepositions are perfectly splendid words to end sentences with.”
“Let me hasten to add that there are certain sentences in which prepositions are better not put at the end.”  
“Terminal prepositions are colloquial, but correct.  Colloquial means more common in speech than in writing.  Colloquial IS NOT EQUAL TO regional.  Localism and regionalism are synonymous.”
“To know a language is to internalize the rules of a language.  You’ve abstracted some generalizations but couldn’t for the life of you say why.”  
“The only way to ride a bicycle successfully is not to think about it.  In order to type, you have not to be aware of the activity.  In order to be able to use a language successfully, you have not to be aware of its grammar.”  
“My personal usage does not define standard English.”  
“Make a [grammatical] choice in full view of the facts—no intelligible person can quarrel with that.  The unintelligible can quarrel with anything.”  

On Grammar textbooks:  “Although I always listed the Concise Grammar as a companion textbook, in fact in class I taught exclusively from the Exercises book because American students don’t know how to use a reference work (which is what the Concise Grammar was) as a textbook.”  (Feb. 6, 2003 e-mail)
