What is a research essay?

Sometimes it is useful to define what something is not in order to better understand what it actually is. A research essay is not a dragon. It is not a disease. It is not a shark attack, nor a pain in the foot. A research essay will not make you cough or hunch over or fall on the ground and writhe in agony. A research essay is also not a bill requiring you to fork over some cash. It is neither a tax form for you to fill in nor a jury duty summons. It is not a-day-spent-on-the-beach-without-sunscreen and the concomitant burning red-skin achings.

A research essay is like any other essay, in fact, in that it has a thesis, supporting points, and, most importantly, good examples. The only difference is that in a research essay you do research that supports and documents and illustrates your thesis. 

Pick your topic thoughtfully. Make sure it is neither too large nor too narrow. Your works cited must include five outside sources. They may be print books, print journal articles, newspaper articles, letters, TV shows, online books, online articles, and so forth. Choose a mix of sources. DO NOT USE ONLY ONLINE SOURCES. You are required to have three (3) print sources.

You will need a page of works cited. This is your bibliography. Your research paper must be between five and seven pages long. The works cited page does not count in those five to seven pages. So you are required to have five to seven pages of actual research essay, and you are required to append to that your page with the works cited. Research essays that are too long or too short are penalized for not following the length requirements.

