Mystics Identification Test
For Dr. Butcher’s Mystic Experts, 10-26-06 (Thursday)

The seventeen medieval women mystics from Incandescence are listed below, and on every successive page of this test. From this list, match the mystic to her dossier, placing the letter A., B., C., etc. of the correct mystic into the blank that matches that woman’s life, work, or quotation. Each mystic may be used more than once, even more than twice, in other words, multiple times, and some of the mystics may be used only once. As promised, the biographical information is taken from the short bios in the appendix of Incandescence, and the mystics’ most representative quotations are also taken from Incandescence. Remember that Mechthild of Hackeborn is not included, for the reasons stated in class. There are thirty blanks, at three points each. The cast of mystics includes the following amazing and sometimes baffling women:

A. Blessed Angela of Foligno
B. Beatrijs of Nazareth
C. St. Birgitta of Sweden

D. St. Catherine of Genoa

E. St. Catherine of Siena

F. St. Clare of Assisi

G. St. Elisabeth of Schönau

H. St. Gertrude the Great

I. Hadewijch of Brabant

J. St. Hildegard of Bingen

K. Julian of Norwich

L. Margery Kempe

M. Marguerite d’Oingt

N. Marguerite Porete

O. Mechthild of Magdeburg

P. St. Teresa of Avila

Q. St. Umiltà of Faenza

_____ 1. Known as “Rosanese” before she became a Benedictine nun, this 13th-century woman’s father died when she was fifteen, and she was forced to marry “advantageously” in order to recover the family’s failing finances (she had never wanted to marry). In one of her sermons, she writes, “God, accept me at your table as if I were Your little dog. Give me the crumbs that fall from the hands of the sweet Christ.”
_____ 2. This 16th-century woman entered the Carmelite Convent of the Incarnation when she was twenty. The very next year, she became ill, and she experienced poor health from the age of twenty-one until her death at sixty-six, the last forty-five years of her life. However, one of her most famous prayers is “Let nothing bother you. Let nothing scare you. Everything changes, always. Only God is steady and changeless. . . . The person who possesses God possesses everything. That person lacks nothing. Only God satisfies your every need.”
_____ 3. This 13th-century woman lived her life as a Beguine and is known today for her writings on love mysticism. She wrote Das fliessende Licht dear Gottheit (The Flowing Light of the Godhead), which is seven books of prophecy, visions of heaven and hell, criticism of clergy, and courtly love lyrics written to God. She ended her life old and blind at the famous convent of Helfta, where Gertrude the Great also lived.
_____ 4. This love mystic wrote, “The Way God Approaches the Soul: ‘I come to My beloved as the dew on the flower.’”
_____ 5. This 12th-century love mystic was a Flemish Beguine, and the most significant writer of love mysticism. Her theme is always, only love (minne in old Dutch). She says things like, “Be utterly confident that God will allow you to love Him with that great love with which He loves Himself,” and “Love alone is the only thing that can satisfy us.”
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_____ 6. Her harsh words directed at the intelligentsia lit a match under her feet, literally. She said things like, “Even you brilliant theologians and you smart students won’t have any intellect for The Mirror—no matter if you’re geniuses—if you don’t read my book humbly.”
_____ 7. This wealthy 13th-century woman became the fourth prioress of the Carthusian convent of Pelotens near Lyons. She used vivid images in her work, like, “In heaven the saints will live in their Creator the way fish live in the sea. Every day they’ll be able to drink as much as they want, and they’ll never get tired anymore.” Also, “Sweet Lord, Mother, and more than Mother, Your labor pains were so terrible that when the hour came for You to deliver me, You were placed on the hard bed of the cross—Your nerves and all Your veins ruptured.”
_____ 8. This illiterate, flamboyant 13th- and 14th-century Brit visited Julian of Norwich once. Her memoir is the first one ever dictated by a woman.
_____ 9. This calm Benedictine nun lived through plague and war in England. She received her first vision at thirty, and she recorded her “shewings” of divine love. Although this woman was a recluse, she was also a counselor and made a living by sewing. Two versions of her Shewings exist because this mystic believed in the saying, “Good writing is not written, but rewritten,” and she revised her work some twenty years after she first wrote it down.
_____ 10. The “Sibyl of the Rhine” lived in 12th-century Germany and was a real polymath. Nonetheless, in spite of her work as author, preacher, exorcist, musician, political consultant, epistle-writer, playwright, and illuminations design expert, she was first and foremost a Benedictine abbess. She took care of her nuns first, always, even crossing the Rhine regularly when she was in her seventies, to visit her other monastery.
_____ 11. We know nothing of this 13th-century mystic’s family because she was left at the door of a Cistercian convent when she was four, orphaned. Her works include these: The Herald of Divine Love, Teachings of Spiritual Exercises, and The Book of Special Grace.
_____ 12. This 12th-century woman considered Hildegard of Bingen her mentor.
_____ 13. This affluent 13th-century woman abandoned her family (by climbing out the “death door” at midnight) to become a nun because she had been inspired to do so after hearing St. Francis preach. She exchanged her fine clothes for a coarse habit.
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_____ 14. This 14th-century mystic didn’t live long, and she was twenty-four of twenty-five children born to a wool dyer; nonetheless, she is most known for her intensity and for her wonderful letters to popes, prostitutes, friends, family, rulers, and monastics.
_____ 15. After her father’s death, this 15th-century mystic was married off as a peace offering to a family with whom her family was feuding at the time, not really the best start to a “happy” marriage. She was only sixteen at the time, too. Her husband quickly was unfaithful to her, and his mistress had a child. This lead to a decade of depression for this mystic. She recovered, however, and joy is one of her major themes. She is especially known for her work at the Pammatone Hospital, helping the poor and the sick.
_____ 16. This 14th-century mystic had the distinction of having a happy life, by all appearances. Her husband was Prince of Nericia, and she was the mother of eight children (which may explain why she later became such an indefatigable pilgrim). Her visions have a legal bent because her dad and husband were lawyers.
_____ 17. This 13th-century mystic was taught to read by her mother, and she memorized the Psalms when she was only five. At seven, she left her wealthy Belgian family to live with the Beguines. She sometimes wore a girdle of thorns as self-correction.
_____ 18. This 13th-century wealthy Italian mystic lived a dissolute life until, as she says, “God brought me back to Him.” When she was forty, her husbands, sons, and mother all died, and she sold her villa and gave the profits to the poor. She took the habit of the Third Order of St. Francis (was a Franciscan tertiary).
_____ 19. This 13th-century mystic is famous for writing that God said to her once, “My love for you is not a hoax.”
_____ 20. In Incandescence, this 13th-century mystic is quoted as having written, “The soul is just like a house-husband who tidies up his house and puts everything in order. He sees to it that nothing damages it, and his provision for the future is always done wisely.”
_____ 21. This 14th-century mystic envisioned a courtroom-like scene taking place between Christ as Judge and an “important-looking religious leader” perched on a ladder. This angry man asks Christ the Judge, “Why did you give me a mouth if I can’t say whatever pleases me?” And gentle Christ answers, “Friend, I gave you a mouth so you could speak sensibly about things helpful to your body and soul that bring Me honor.”
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_____ 22. This 14th-century mystic catalogued the blessed body parts of Jesus, including, “Blessed be, Christ, Your throat, stomach, and intestines. May all Your sacred internal workings be honored because they fed You well and kept Your precious body functioning efficiently. They nourished Your bodily life for the redemption of souls. Amen.”
_____ 23. This mystic wrote that God said to her in The Spiritual Dialogue, “Keep in mind that I want to and will lead you to the greatest joy in this life.”
_____ 24. This exclamation-point-rich mystic said in a letter once, “Be glad. Celebrate! Lose your mindless fear, and take courage today. No, don’t ever be afraid, no matter what’s happened to you before. That’s right, don’t be afraid, no matter what you may see coming. Take courage because Christ was crucified for you!” Maybe she is so passionate because of her “mystical espousal” at twenty-one. She felt that to love Christ was to serve others.
_____ 25. This same exclamation-point-rich mystic said once, “Walk—don’t sit on the way of Truth. Walk along it. Remember that obedience is the key of the Word. If you just sit by the fire, thinking on money and buying stuff, you’ve thrown this key in the manure.”
_____ 26. This mystic is very famous for having written, “God loves being with us and wants us to love Him and enjoy being with Him and trust Him completely, and all will be well.”
_____ 27. This once-wealthy woman who advocated poverty once she took monastic vows said this, “The Lord only promises the kingdom of heaven to the poor. That’s because anyone who loves temporary material blessings loses the fruits of love.” She also wrote, “O blessed poverty, you give everlasting wealth to all who love you!”
_____ 28. This amazing mystic wrote this, “I looked up at the bright sky and heard different kinds of music in it. . . . O, angels who look eagerly on God and sing joyfully, we praise you!”
_____ 29. One frail but spirited mystic wrote this: “Sweet measureless love, who moved you? Love alone. O gentlest love, Jesus! You mixed the flow of Your own blood into the lime for the mortar that went into the wall surrounding each soul, to protect it. This celestial cement is the fire of God’s shining love.”
_____ 30. This mystic famous for her seeing God as our Mother, wrote this: “Mother is such a beautiful word, so full of sweetness and all that’s good, that it really can only be used to describe Jesus. Our Lord is out Mother, who wants us to be secure in God.”
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