Assignment #6: In Class Essay

I would like my future husband to have the same personality and characteristics as my father. I do firmly believe that God gave me the perfect example of the way a husband should be, so when I found him, I would immediately recognize and connect with him, or maybe more importantly, I would wait for him until I find him. Three very unique traits stick out in my mind about my father that make up his whole personality, and my husband will have to posses these. First is kindness, genuine kindness. Second is intelligence, so when both of us have left our prime, we can still make each other laugh. Third is being responsible and accepting all that comes along with being a husband and a father.


I say my husband has to be kind, but not in the generic sense of the term. He has to be willing to inconvenience himself to make something better than when he left it and without expecting any compensation. A story my mother occasionally tells me perfectly captures what type of kindness I am referring to. My mother and father were on their first date. They were driving to a restaurant, when suddenly my father became obviously agitated. He suddenly pulled the car over, turned it around, and drove back about a hundred yards. Then, without saying anything, the got out of the car and picked up a turtle crossing the road and carried him to the opposite bank. He apologized for stopping the car as he did, and they proceeded to dinner. He never said another word about the incident. That is when my mother discovered she had met her future husband. 

Intelligence is also something I value a great deal. I value the type of intelligence that is applicable, and open. Someone who spews out the names of all the battles of World War II and expects other to be impressed by his brilliance is so incredibly arrogant and annoying, and not the least bit attractive. Giving a friend good advice, or showing wisdom through actions is so much more important than knowing any fact about any war. I want him to be able to give me his opinion about an article he just read in the newspaper and for that opinion to give a new perspective about some current event. An amazing quality my father has is the ability to say the most appropriate thing at the best possible time. This connecting happens because he thinks, actually thinks, about his opinion and is honest about the situation and advises to an optimistic outcome.


The last characteristic is one that all the others branch from. Responsibility is something that makes us who we are. How someone handles responsibility determines their honor, and honor is all anyone truly has. Responsibility is also something that is learned over experience and time. My husband will value above all what is truly important in life. Ambition is not something that comes before God, family, and friends. A person’s first priority in life is obvious, because it affects everything else in it. My husband’s priorities will be God, family, and then friends. With God first, values that are important to me are also important to him, and family and friends will naturally fall second. Knowing that responsibility is learned, I asked my father where he learned his. He told me that being involved in the military shaped a lot of is principles. He is a retired Major in the Air Force, as well as a veteran of both the Vietnam and Gulf wars. He credits his tough and dangerous situations with important disciplines in life, like doing what is needed when it is needed, and accepting what he cannot change, while changing what he can. So experiencing hard work is something that is a definite requirement on my list for a future husband.

I have not yet discussed physical characteristics and that is because, honestly, I do not care. He can have long blonde hair and green eyes, and be three inches shorter than I am, or he can be bald, a foot taller then I am, and covered in tattoos. As long as there is security and stability inherent in his values, he will be perfect to me. Eventually everyone one reaches fifty, and I want him to be fine with that and be able to laugh with him about it.  I do not know the plan for my life or where my life will take me, but I do know the support of a husband to a wife, and a wife to a husband is part of life’s fulfillments. So I will patiently wait until the time comes. I will focus on my top three priorities, and I know I am on the right path to finding him.  
