Selected List of Recommended Shakespeare Movies

By Dr. Butcher

Hamlet
Laurence Olivier

Classy brooding Oscar-winner.

$23.96

 

Hamlet
Kenneth Branagh

 

Hamlet
Mel Gibson

Great Zeffirelli production with masterful Mel Gibson

 

Hamlet
Julia Stiles

Director Tim Blake Nelson

Nelson is the dumber-than-rocks Delmar in O Brother, Where Art Thou? (Odyssey remake)

 

Throne of Blood--Criterion Collection (DVD)

Toshiro Mifune

Macbeth (Japanese), 1961, B&W, 105 minutes (subtitled)

Very atmospheric adaptation by Kurosawa.  Atmospheric.

$35.96

 

Macbeth
Jon Finch

Bloody Polanski!

 

Macbeth
Orson Welles

Low-budget invention.

 

King Lear / Korol Lir
Yuri Yarvet

2004

Kozintsev's superior 1971 Russian version

$26.99

 

Ran
1985, 75-year-old Japanese master Akira Kurosawa

King Lear is a sixteenth-century warlord.

Majestic Kurosawa adaptation.

 

O
Julia Stiles.

Teen movie.

 

Othello
Laurence Fishburne

Richly seductive and generally impressive.  Not for classroom.

 

Othello
Orson Welles

B&W (filmed 1949-1952)

Won Palme d'Or at Cannes in April 1952, 91 minutes

Not really that great, though.  More for purists.

$22.49

 

Titus
Anthony Hopkins

Memorable (disturbing) stunning scenes and mesmerising Hopkins.

$19.98

 

Henry V
Laurence Olivier

Olivier's stirring and colorful war-time classic.

Kenneth Branagh

Got Kenneth noticed internationally.  Classic.

 

Romeo and Juliet
Leonardo DiCaprio

Stylish and youthful modern version with Leo.

 

Romeo and Juliet
Leonard Whiting

Sweet popular 1960's version.

 

Romeo and Juliet
Baz Luhrmann

Teen movie.

 

West Side Story
Famous Oscar-winning Bernstein musical take on Romeo and Juliet.

 

Much Ado About Nothing
Kenneth Branagh

Masterpiece.  And a romp.

 

Taming of the Shrew
Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor

Worth a look.

 

Ten Things I Hate About You
Taming of the Shrew

 

Midsummer Night's Dream
Mischievous Hollywood fun.

 

Shakespeare in Love
Geoffrey Rush, et al.

 

The Complete Works of Shakespeare
Hilarious comedy.

 

Prospero's Books
John Gielgud

Greenaway's imaginative off-shoot of The Tempest.

� I am always adding to this list, so please send me (slip under my door, e-mail me) your favorites as you discover them. Add a one-sentence reviewer’s critique, too, please. Thanks!





