KEY TO Advanced Grammar Diagnostics Test (Taken August 19, 2005)
For Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher’s Advanced Grammar Scholars

1) Does the following bolded word represent a complete sentence or a sentence fragment? Briefly explain the reasoning behind your perspicacious answer. Jump! This is a complete sentence because you is its understood subject (nominative case).

2) a) Where did English start? It is first found among none-too-civilized tribes in Frisia (an ancient region from the northeastern Netherlands across northern Germany to southwestern Denmark), on the continent of Europe along the North Sea. b) Give rough dates for the following periods of English: Old English, [~ 450 A.D.—from the earliest records or from the Anglo-Saxon settlement of England around this time—to ~1100 (1066) A.D.]; Middle English (~ 1100 A.D. to 1500 A.D.); and Modern English (since about 1500 A.D.).
3) How does language define the community we belong to? (What is meant by language here? That is the first good counter question.) Many answers are possible here.

4) Define language. Language is a system of conventional vocal signs by means of which human beings communicate. I’m sure you’ve noticed this fine definition in ODEL.
5) Which words and word parts are meaningful in the sentence, “Adam liked apples”?

Adam; like; -d; apple; -s (There are five meaningful words and/or word parts here.)
6) What is a morpheme? A morpheme is not an analgesic. It is the smallest linguistic sign with meaning. See the analysis of reactivation below.
Reactivation = re-activation; re-activate-ion; re-active-ate-ion; re-act-ive-ate-ion

7) What is a collocation? Give two examples. Collocations are predictable combinations of words. Mild and gentle are words of very similar meaning, but they go with different nouns: Notice “mild weather” versus “gentle breeze.” The phrases, “mild breeze” and “gentle weather,” are not as likely. Compare “severe” or “mild” flu versus “severe” or “lenient” judgment. You hardly ever hear “mild judgment.”

8) Do grammars leak? Give an example. There are many. “Alcoholic worries” is ambiguous. Why? Ambiguity is one way grammars leak. You can certainly name more.
9) Can you use last as each of the four major parts of speech? Yes.
The last cookie is mine. Adjective

Run that by me last. Adverb

It lasts a long time. Verb

The cobbler used the last to mend the shoe with the one-inch hole in its sole. Noun

10) What is a grammatical inflection? Change. Give two examples. Internal or suffix. Boys/boys’ or slower/slowest or jump/jumped, man/men, sing/sang/sung
