Paragraph Problems from English 1010’s First Graded Assignment

For Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher’s Writing Scholars

I come from Thomasville, Gerogia.





Spelling. Proofread.
I am here in Freshmen English to work on my grammar skills.


Too vague.
My name is Timothy Butcher. I am 19 years old.



Spell out 19. Spell out all numbers under 100, except in dates, eg., October 19, 2005.
My favorite book is Gone with the Wind.




Italicize book titles. People used to underline when typewriters ruled. No more!
I want to learn how to use commas well and to improve my spelling. If I can accomplish these things, I will have met my personal goals for this class.




Throw out things.

Shortly before my graduation I was given a book by the poet and teacher Wilson Hall.









Comma where? This is a
non-required comma, but if it helps your sentence make better sense, put it in. See Harbrace chapter 12!
I love to read because I can enter new worlds and I find I never want a book to end.









Comma where? This is a REQUIRED comma because a comma must be inserted when two long-ish complete sentences are joined by a coordinating conjunction (what are these?). Where?
After taking this class, my grammar errors will have been fixed.

This is a dangling modifier. Are the student’s grammar errors taking this class? How do we fix this modifier that is in the wrong place? I hope taking this class will help me improve my grammar skills. Dangling modifiers are costly.
Since I did not know what major I would select I chose Shorter because the college met my athletic wants.









Comma where? You always need to put a comma after an introductory dependent clause.
Sometimes I accidentally throw comas in place they should not be.

Groan. I saw commas spelled comas in maybe ten student paragraphs! Proofread!

I am taking Freshmen English because it is required, however I also enjoy it.
Comma splice. Why?
There are going to be a lot more papers in my future, so I am thankful to be in this course.










Expletive structure. Expletives make for weak writing. Avoid “There are,” “There is,” and “It is” at the beginning of a sentence.

I want to become better aquatinted with the English language.


Please proofread!
My name is Art Garfunkel and I have come to Shorter College to learn to play the guitar.










Comma where? Why? This is a REQUIRED comma.
I come place where everything is very laid back and sitting out on the front porch after a long day’s work with a quart jar of sweet tea is a very common thing.



Proofread! What words are left out here? Also, where is a comma needed? And look! What a great specific! God is in the details.
I’m from Rome, Ga.






Do not use contractions in formal writing (which includes college essays). Also, spell out Georgia.
Why I am attending Shorter is that for one I feel that God has put me here as part of.  His plan for my life, and I am also here because I was offered a full scholarship.


Very awkward and wordy. I enrolled at Shorter because I feel God has put me here as part of His plan for my life, and a full scholarship helped clinch my decision.

This class is taken with the overall goal of completing the department grammar test with flying colors.









Passive voice. Avoid it! My goal in this course is to pass the department grammar test with a score of 100. You can use first person!
And always indent a paragraph five spaces! 
