Where the Sport of Football and the Art of Writing Freshmen Essays Intersect
(or, Where the Art of Football and the Sport of Writing Freshmen Essays Intersect)

For Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher’s Freshmen Composition Scholars

By Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher (one-time fan of Johnny Unitas and the electric Colts)

Atlanta’s loss to the Tennessee Titans this past Friday night was avoidable. Although this is just the parking lot season, the game was very important. I would like to suggest the following reasons for the team’s defeat: an abundance of errors, a weak defense, and a lack of listening. These three infirmities are also often the undoing of the freshmen essay.
The Falcons did not have to lose—the teams were fairly matched; however, Atlanta had innumerable flags and fumbles. Off-sides, unnecessary roughness, facemask, illegal procedure, ineligible receiver downfield, holding, and clipping are to a football team’s chances of victory what comma splices, fused sentences (also known as run-ons), fragments, and subject-verb disagreements are to the freshmen essay. Both types of errors—in football and in essay-writing—usually result from inexperience and a lack of focus.
In addition to this cornucopia of errors, the Atlanta defense was weak. Although linebacker Antoine Cash (54) made some heroic tackles, he is not the entire team. In a similar sense, Microsoft’s Spellcheck is not enough. The student must make a concerted effort to read and revise his or her essay. Most college students concentrate solely on “writing” an essay. This tunnel vision is as ineffective as a football team that has only practiced offensive strategies without honing its defensive tactics. Editing is the “defense” of any essay.  Teaching students how to edit properly is one of the goals of this class.
Finally, the Falcons lost because they did not listen to their coaches. With four minutes remaining in the fourth quarter, the Atlanta defense did not call time out when the defense coordinator was asking them to. They were not paying attention to their coach on the sidelines. Instead, they were focusing too much on their opponent. Sometimes students in Freshmen English classes exhibit the same sort of confusion. They concentrate solely on “getting their essay written,” but they forget to listen to their professor to determine how he or she wants the essay constructed. Football players wear shorthand information about plays on special wristbands, and their coaches stand on the sidelines wearing headphones—the moral of the story is that communication is necessary for success, in a game of football and in the effort of essay-writing.
Minimizing errors, building a good defense, and ensuring two-way communication are valuable skills in both sports and school. Practice is essential in strengthening these talents, both on the field and off. So is establishing your momentum now, today, just as Rookie Alonzo Nix did. With two-and-a-half minutes remaining in the game and Atlanta leading Tennessee 21-16, this Titan wide receiver caught a thirty-five-yard pass that changed the game, and the Titans scored not long after it. His success came from his initial burst of speed against the cornerback; it put him out of reach just long enough to snare the pass. Nix’s momentum turned the game in favor of Tennessee. Do not wait to begin working hard at mid-semester. Burst out of the semester like Nix.
