Saturday, 7 October 2006
For the Excellent Students in Dr. Butcher’s Mystics Class:

Your inquiring, open minds have made the first half of this semester exhilarating! You rock! (As they say—and who is “they”?) 
Because the best students are those who are prepared, here are reminders about your final exam, delivered to you so very early, on Thursday, the 12th of October, giving you a month and a half to prepare thoroughly. Your final exam is your “journal,” and it must be turned in at the beginning of the hour on the day of your final exam for this class. That means it is due at precisely 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, November 29th. For every five minutes your “journal” is late, a point will be deducted from the journal’s grade. As stated on your syllabus, this “journal” counts 33% of your semester’s grade. 
I have to turn in your semester’s grades within twenty-four hours. That’s right—within a day’s time. You are aware that I read through each writing assignment THREE TIMES: 1) First I read your work carefully the first time through but do not mark on it, 2) second, I read the “journal” and also mark it as I go through, and 3) third, I read your work’s ten cogent and thought-provoking pages and grade them when I am finished reading. That much reading of thirty ten-page journals obviously requires time to complete. Think how long it would take you to read 300 pages three times and then grade them thoughtfully. Therefore, you must observe the time deadline. You are being told of this deadline on Thursday, the 12th of October, in other words, a month and a half before the deadline. This is plenty of time for you to plan ahead. So do. Your “journal” must not be late.

Because you have been given plenty of time to prepare (i.e., all semester, including this helpful reminder at mid-term), and because you are turning this “journal” in typed, I expect its writing to be nothing but the best of the best. Proofread to catch costly major grammatical errors like comma splices, fragments, fused sentences, and dangling modifiers. You are upperclassmen and upperclasswomen, and I expect your writing to be as brilliant as your brains are. If you have questions, please ask today. Ask in class. Also, come by and see me, e-mail me, or stop me in the hall or after class. I am always available to discuss your classwork with you. NOTE: CAPSTONE PAPERS MUST ALSO BE TURNED IN AT 9:00 A.M. SHARP ON WEDNESDAY, NOV. 29th!
Your final exam is due on Wednesday, November 29th, at 9:00 a.m. sharp (as sharp time-wise as you are intellectually). [image: image1.png]



From your syllabus, please remember these points about your final, the “journal”:
You should immediately start reading all required texts and begin keeping a personal journal on your required readings for this class. You will turn in this journal as your final exam. Your journal will consist of ten double-spaced, typed pages (ten entries). 

October 7, 2006, To the Excellent Students in Dr. Butcher’s Mystic Class, 
Final Reminders, Page 2
Remember, and I repeat: Your journal will consist of ten double-spaced, typed pages (ten entries). 

These entries break down as follows:

1) Do you find any truths in St. Benedict’s Rule that are helpful to you as a twenty-something student living in America in the twenty-first century? Be specific.

2) Caesar said, “Veni, vidi, vici,” (“I came, I saw, I conquered”). How does this statement compare with the monastic lifestyle as set out in St. Benedict’s Rule? Be specific.

3) Pick one mystic, and in a journal entry explain why you really like this mystic, or explain why you really dislike her. Enjoy! Be specific.

4) Pick another mystic, and in a journal entry explain why you really like this mystic, or explain why you really dislike her. Enjoy! Be specific.

5) Pick one last mystic, and in a journal entry explain why you really like this mystic, or explain why you really dislike her. Enjoy! Be specific.

6) How would your life have been different if you had been living in the year 1000? Be specific.

7) Discuss how Hildegard of Bingen’s actual lifestyle substantiated or informed or gave integrity to her many writings. Be very specific.

8) In two journal entries, explain how this course has enlarged your understanding of who God is. Be specific.

9) See 8).

10)  Keeping in mind all you have read this semester, answer this question, please: What is Truth? Be specific. (How would a mystic answer this question?)

Detail is encouraged and even required in every entry. This journal should somehow be “bound” (even the simple but elegant staple will do the trick). Your journals will be graded on content (50%) and writing form (50%). You must demonstrate a knowledge of all reading material (including introductions), and you must do so in a cogent, crisp, summary fashion. Write well. Don’t get sloppy with comma splices and such. These will lower the grade because where there are sloppy comma splices there is sloppy thinking. Good writing will elevate your argument. Always determine to write your best, at all times. Also, get to the point. And when you have questions about the material, state them. Questions are wonderful gifts, wonderful like diamonds in the mind. You are expected to have good questions.

Here are your reading assignments: The Rule of St. Benedict; Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher’s introduction for Incandescence; Incandescence, including the “Biographical Information” section at the end of the book; Man of Blessing; the Year 1000; and Oblation. The journal is due on the day of your final at the beginning of the hour. Again, write in your best style, with cogency and many, many details. (God is in the details!)  Again, the journal is due on the assigned finals hour, and, if late, it will receive a zero. Please TYPE IT, double-spaced, on unlined white paper. Do quote apt passages or lines from the mystics. Remember, the journal is to be typed!

Best of luck to each of you marvelous students! Best wishes, Dr. Butcher
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