
Dear Scholars of English 1010! The four student-authored paragraphs below are some of the best rewrites I read. I have added asterisks to ensure privacy. Remember that you can rarely err on the side of giving too many details. Most students give far, far too few. Always focus on writing to the example, to the detail, and to the specific. (I am being tautologous here to make a point.). Remember, good writing is not written, but rewritten. Keep up the good work! Best wishes, Dr. Butcher

***
     I am ***, eldest daughter of *** and ***. I was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and raised in Forest Park, Georgia. At Shorter, I am studying for a degree in vocal music education. As a mezzo-soprano, I plan to craft my gift in voice. Upon my graduation from Shorter, I would like to teach private voice lessons as well as perform. I most enjoy performing Negro spirituals, opera, and classical arias. I decided to apply to Shorter after meeting and learning about several Shorter alumni such as Dr. Martha Shaw, Mrs. Carol Abarr, Mrs. Judy Kerlin Mason, and Ms. Indra Thomas. Through these individuals and others, I have seen the success rate of Shorter graduates and wish to experience the prosperity myself.  In English 1010, I expect improvement in my writing skills. I am unsatisfied with my ability to express myself through writing. Often I feel as though I produce good writings until I receive my graded papers. Then I attempt to figure out how I could have done better, and I try to work toward improvement. Still, my papers come back to my dissatisfaction. Throughout the duration of this course, I plan to excel to become a better writer.
***
My name is ***, and I am from Woodstock, Georgia. Through this class I hope to gain a better understanding of grammar and become better at writing papers. I attended Etowah High School, where our team won the 4A Basketball State Championship. I was a starting forward for the team and helped lead the team to victory in the state championship game. Also, the Etowah High School volleyball team I was on went to the Final Four. In my spare time I love to read the Gossip Girls and the Harry Potter series and also to watch comedy movies and television. My favorite book is Angels
and Demons, and my favorite movie is Tommy Boy, while my favorite television shows
are The Simpsons and Family Guy.
***
My name is ***, and I have come to Shorter College in Rome to further my education so that I may enjoy life with leisures I might not acquire without it.  I was given a blessing by receiving a football scholarship on the inaugural team at Shorter.  I am here getting an education I could not afford unless I earned a scholarship, and I want to better myself mentally and physically.  I also came to this school because of the strong Christian background in which I was raised.  Living on a farm in Cherokee County, Georgia, I have many interests such as baseball, football, paintball, and cars.  I come from a place where everything is very laid back, and sitting out on the front porch with a quart jar of sweet tea after a long day’s work is a very common thing.  Many benefits factored into my thinking as I chose to come to Shorter: The vibrant city of Rome itself, the people here, and just the small-town atmosphere are home away from home for me.  Now that I am enrolled, I plan to better myself academically and on the field, and I hope to be looked upon as a good man. I anticipate that the first step of that journey begins right here at Shorter College to help shape the rest of my life. 
***

I am ***. I live in Rome, Georgia, and I went to Model High School. I live on campus in Roberts Hall, but I usually live at home with my mother and two brothers. I am a complicated person who strives for perfection. I love playing soccer and football. Also, I love to watch all of the Atlanta professional teams, but I’m mostly an Atlanta Falcons fan. My favorite television shows are Sportscenter, Seinfeld, and The Real World. I am at Shorter College because I want a good education to become successful in life. I would like to grow up and be able to support my family and give back to my mother for all the years she has dedicated to me. I chose Shorter because my dad worked here. I have grown up on the Shorter College campus and wish to receive my education here to continue my life. 

