Basic Editing Symbols

For Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher’s Writing Scholars

A caret is not what a rabbit eats.  An octothorp does not live deep under the ocean. What does a paragraph symbol look like? How do you mark through a word or passage you want to delete?  For more information, surf over to the following website: http://wnww.inkwelleditorial.com/proofreaders_marks.htm or consult The Chicago Manual of Style.

When you edit your work, first spell-check it. Then proof it with your own beautiful, wonderful, intelligent, perspicacious eyes. Correct it. Then proof it again. Correct it. Then proof it again.

You will see the following abbreviations on your essays.  Know them.  

A = Awkward writing (Please revise.)

AE = Avoid Expletives (It is, There is, There are). Weak writing.

AP = Avoid Passive (It has been proven that. . . .)

CS = Comma Splice (An example = He is happy she is happy, she is happy he is happy.)

FR = Fragment (An example = Because they love each other.)

G = Great!  Good job!  Keep it up!

GE = Good Examples!

L? = Logic not clear (Usually steps in your thinking have not been put on paper.)

NS = Needs specifics.  Needs examples.  Way too vague.

NT = No thesis.  Every essay must have a thesis.

NTS = No topic sentence.  Every paragraph must have a topic sentence.

ROS = Run-On Sentence (also called a “Fused” sentence). (An example = She asked him if he found the fused sentence he said he hadn’t found it yet.)

SP = Spelling is wrong.  Misspelling.  Fix.

SST = Super, Splendid, and Terrific writing!!!

SU = Sense Unclear 

SVD = Subject Verb Disagreement 

W = Wordy (sloppy writing—please revise). If words cost $10 each, wouldn’t you write differently? Yes. Write like words cost $100.

WD = Weak Diction (a choice of words that does not work well)

WO = Weak Organization or no organization

WK = Weak (weak writing or weak logic here)

