Thanks to all who came to the book-signing/-reading on Saturday! You made it sooo special! Thanks, Dr. Butcher

Fall 2005 Assignments for Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher’s Scholars

Freshman Composition

Final Exam Date: Friday, 2 December, 2:00 p.m. sharp!!!
Office hours: Monday 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. (in Rome Hall 211 office); Wednesday 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. (in Rome Hall 211 office) and 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. (in Writing Center, Rome Hall 101); Friday 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.; and always by appointment if none of these times suits your schedule. You can also always try to catch me in at any other time. I highly suggest you come by to see me with your questions. You are always welcome to e-mail me at cbutcher(at)shorter.edu, but there is no substitute for an office visit.
As discussed in class on several occasions, please be sure to check out the services available to you at the Shorter College Writing Center, located in Rome Hall 101. The hours are posted on the door, and several tutors are standing by almost around the clock to help you improve your writing skills! Mrs. Jennifer Sikes is the faculty advisor for the SC Writing Center. If I have referred you to the Writing Center, you need to go and then show me, please, that you did attend. If you have further questions, I am always available to answer them. Freshmen: Also be sure to check out the multiple, frequently updated “Writing,” “Editing,” and “Grammar” handouts under the “Handouts” link on this website. A note on grading: All assignments designated below as “class participation” work count equally towards your 10% class participation grade. Each of the writing assignments designated otherwise counts as 10% of your final grade. To be successful in this composition class, you must listen to the instructions in class, come to this website and confirm the instructions, and then do all of the assignments to the best of your ability. Remember, I grade on improvement, so you must work hard all semester long. You must be tenacious, as I am sure you will be. Class participation grades count 10%, as noted above, and are known collectively as GRADE 1.
From here on out, the game plan is simple. We will continue to review for the departmental grammar test. The date for it will be announced shortly. We will also work in class on MLA-style parenthetical citations for your term papers. Bring your questions, and ask them in class. My goal is to give you all you need to succeed! Excelsior!
11-7 / Mon.
We will tie up loose ends for the departmental grammar test on Friday (11-11).

11-8 / Tues.
Proof curtain at 8:00 p.m., Callaway Theater.

11-9 / Wed.
Proof curtain at 8:00 p.m., Callaway Theater.
11-9 / Wed.
Any questions about the departmental grammar test tomorrow? Also, any term paper questions?

11-11 / Fri.
The departmental grammar test will be given.

11-14 / Mon.
We will cover any lingering questions on the term papers. Many of you are turning in rough drafts. This is always encouraged. I am more than happy to look over your rough drafts and make suggestions for improvement and also praise the great and wonderful about them! We will also turn to editing again because we will be having an editing test (GRADE 9) soon.
* * * * * * * 
To keep you In-the-Know, Archived Assignments are below:

8-19 / Fri. 
Print out syllabus and bring to class on Monday. Good job there! Type up a cogent, well-edited, double-spaced, one-page paragraph answering the question, “Who are you?” Include in this paragraph a sentence describing why you are taking freshmen composition (what writing weakness do you aim to improve?). Turn this paragraph in on Monday. It counts 10% of your total grade (GRADE 2).

8-22  / Mon. 
For Wednesday, read pages 59-60, “Be Specific,” by Natalie Goldberg. Answer questions on page 61 (1-2, 1-4, and 1-4). Type your answers. Turn these in Wednesday. This assignment does not have to be double-spaced (but all essays and paragraphs 

must be double-spaced). This homework assignment counts as part of your 10% class participation grade. All of the regular homework assignments will count an equal amount in the class participation grade. This assignment, like all others, should be done in complete sentences (as noted in class); also, it will be graded for both content and writing expertise. In other words, it will be graded just like an essay would be. Always write well. It always counts!

8-24  / Wed. 
For Friday, rewrite your initial “Who-are-you?” paragraph completely. Retype it, and resubmit it via email to cbutcher(at)shorter.edu. It should arrive in my campus email box by 8 a.m. on Friday (8-26). Those students who do this rewrite in a timely fashion 

will receive a homework check (which counts towards your class participation grade). I am already receiving these rewrites on Wednesday evening, and I am impressed with this work—keep it up! Late paragraph rewrites will not be accepted. The grace period for late homework is over. For the first three days of class, I accepted late homework, but it was penalized ten points a day, just like regular writing assignments when they are tardy. (Remember, all homework assignments contribute to your class participation grade, which counts ten percent of your final grade.) From this paragraph rewrite and beyond into the future, no late homework will be accepted (this includes any and all revisions / rewrites), and, of course, late writing assignments of any nature are frowned upon because each counts ten percent of your grade—no one can afford to penalize themselves ten points a day in such a weighty fashion. You are meant to act like professional students. Do your work in a timely fashion, and you will earn points for your final grade. This note on late assignments updates your syllabus, effective immediately. 

8-26  / Fri.
First, check out the excellent student work under “Handouts” (in the document at the very top titled “English 1010 Paragraphs on Who Am I? / Why Am I Here”). For Monday, 8-29, read pp. 70-79, “How to Give Orders Like a Man.” Look up any 

word(s) you do not know. Also, read through Subjects/Strategies, and select something you want the class to read and discuss together. Then write a paragraph that will convince me we should read this selection and analyze it (and discuss it) together as a class. Argue well. Be specific. Turn this one-page, double-spaced paragraph in to me as a hard copy on Monday, August 29th. It will count as part of your class participation grade.

8-29 / Mon.
For Wednesday, 8-31, read chapter 14 in Subjects/Strategies (pp. 681 ff.). This chapter gives you many pointers on how to write a cogent research paper. Then, also for Wednesday, 8-31, type up and bring in your term paper topic. It will receive a class participation grade. This term paper topic must be presented in sentence form, and this sentence will be the thesis for your research paper. It must be typed, double-spaced.

8-31 / Wed.
For Friday, continue working on your research paper. In particular, focus now on writing the term paper’s introductory paragraph. This is due, not at the next class period on Friday, 9-2, but it is due on Wednesday, 9-7. This introduction counts 10% of your final grade (GRADE 3). (Monday, 9-5, is a holiday.)

9-2 / Fri.
Today we will write an in-class essay on one of the following topics of your choice:

· Describe your ideal mate. In other words, how do you imagine your future husband or wife? Be specific.

· Organize and describe in great detail your favorite activity. It may be a sport or another talent like singing or acting or teaching or drawing. It may truly be anything you do with a passion (including studying). Consider writing on anything you enjoy greatly and know much about. Be careful to organize your essay around a thesis (that is an opinion or something to prove) and also two or three supporting points, with body paragraphs that are teeming with specifics.

· If you were President of the United States, what sort of policies would you articulate and champion? Be specific.

· Football at Shorter College is a new phenomenon. Explain how having a football team at Shorter strengthens the school. Be organized and specific.

You may think about this essay before class, but the actual essay must be written in class. You cannot bring notes with you. This in-class essay counts 10% of your final grade and will help you practice for the Junior English Exam. (This in-class essay is GRADE 4.)




9-5 / Mon.
This is a holiday. During this holiday, work on your introductory paragraph for your term paper. (See directions below.) Again, to repeat (see 8-31, Wed.), it counts 10% of your final grade and is GRADE 3. Also see under “Handouts” under the “Writing” category the following essay on how to write a good term paper WITHOUT BEING AFRAID: “What is a research essay and why shouldn’t I be afraid of it?” A zero on a 10% grade is even more debilitating than a zero on a homework grade. Don’t do it. You’re too smart to let that happen to yourself. Discipline is doing what you have to do yet don’t want to do when you don’t want to do it!

9-7 / Wed.
Today (as announced on 8-31) you must bring in your term paper’s first (introductory) paragraph. As usual, it must be typed and double-spaced. Proofread, please! As the semester ticks along, my expectations of your proofreading skills (as taught in class) increase. Over the long weekend, I read your in-class essays two times. They must be rewritten in order to improve their quality. Therefore, I mercifully did not assign grades to them. The in-class essay GRADE 4 will be combined with now an out-of-class essay that I am allowing (GRADE 5); this out-of-class essay is a rewrite of your Friday’s (9-2) in-class essay. This out-of-class essay will be read three times and graded, and its grade will count 20% (GRADES 4 & 5). This essay is due, typed, on Monday, 9-12. Do not be late (tardiness counts off ten points per day), and do not ignore this assignment, or your zero for this essay will deduct twenty percent from your final grade. I am giving you an opportunity to improve your grade. Take it! I would like to reiterate the writing tips we are always covering in class: Do not use you; do not write wordily; organize in your first paragraph; have a thesis and at least two supporting points; and do not use contractions (don’t, can’t, won’t, etc.). Also, proofread to catch costly errors!

Many of you are coming by my office during office hours or are catching me in not-during office hours (also cool!) or are making appointments outside of office hours (also way cool!). Keep it up. The more communication we have, the better your papers will be!

9-9 / Fri.
Study for the departmental grammar test on Wednesday (9-14). I suggest poring over the fine grammar explanations in Harbrace. We will also continue to work on grammar skills in class. Remember, your essay is due on Monday (9-12) and counts 20% of your total grade. Work hard on it. 

9-12 / Mon.
Out-of-class essay, typed, is due today at 8 a.m. This counts as GRADES 4 & 5. Study for the departmental diagnostics grammar test on Wednesday (9-14). Also, go to the bookstore and buy a scantron sheet to use for Wednesday’s test. Remember, too, to bring a #2 pencil to mark it with. Come with a) scantron sheet and b) #2 pencil for Wednesday’s test. 
9-14 / Wed.
Take the departmental grammar test in class. Do not write on the test. You will take the grammar test using scantron sheets, and, again, do not write on the tests! For Friday and also Monday (when it is due), work on your bibliography for your term paper. It must be done in MLA style. See Harbrace as a reference to confirm what MLA style is (we will also cover it in class). This bibliography must be done correctly and will count as 10% of your grade. Type it and double-space it also, as usual. Consult your syllabus for the requirements for this bibliography (we have also gone over this in class already). Knowing how to fashion a splendid bibliography is an essential skill for every college student.

9-16 / Fri.
Dear Football Players, Your coaches sent around a list of those 60-something players traveling away to play in the game this weekend, and they also sent around instructions that football players ARE supposed to be in their Friday 8:00 a.m. classes, so I expect to see you all there then. I am looking forward to it! In class we will go over your last essays (I’ll read really really good ones aloud). We will also (if there is time) start going over the grammar test. 

You will be given back your essays (GRADES 4 & 5) today. You must revise these (no matter your grade), and turn them back in to me, typed as usual, on Friday, 9-23. Note that your bibliography due date has been changed to Wednesday, 9-21. Work on it for Monday’s class (9-19), and come with intelligent questions about creating a works cited. Don’t leave this work till the last minute. Most of you are showing me that you are working on it with much assiduity. Keep it up!

A reminder: Please re-read my syllabus concerning illnesses. Please, when you are sick, stay home. Do not come to my office and spread germs down the halls of Shorter College. Check the website (if you feel well enough), and then see me when you are well. Get well first.

9-19 / Mon.
For Wednesday, work on your term paper’s bibliography, to turn in then. It must be typed and double-spaced. Again, please note that this bibliography will count as 10% of your final grade (GRADE 6). Be sure to refresh your memory on it by rereading the syllabus concerning instructions and requirements for this bibliography.

9-20 / Tues. ANNOUNCEMENT: The Study Abroad Fair will be held in FSU from 10-1, Tuesday, Sept. 20.  This is a time for students to gather information about how study abroad is possible for them and to speak with our students and faculty, and with representatives from other universities about their programs. The fair is a part of the MISSION POSSIBLE: GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP series that includes chapel on Tuesday which is celebrating 2005 as the year of foreign languages, and the Global Perspectives Forum on Wednesday at 3 p.m. in Brookes Chapel.

9-21 / Wed.
Turn in your term paper’s bibliography today, on Wednesday. It counts 10% of your final grade (GRADE 6). For Friday, 9-23, revise your last essay, and turn it in typed, as usual, for a 10% grade (GRADE 7). Also read pp. 670-675 in Subjects/Strategies, “Revising Your Own Manuscripts.” Continue working on your research paper. We will NOT go to the library and look at the Oxford English Dictionary, both online and also in print. We’ll do it later. I want to finish going over your grammar diagnostic tests first. 

9-23 / Fri.
We went over more of the Grammar Test. If you missed class today, you missed a lot! 

9-26 / Mon.
Freshman Writing Scholars! Today we will, D.v., finish going over the grammar test completely. We will also do some comma splice recognition and fragment recognition work. We will do some more grammar learning later in the semester. I want you fully prepared for the next grammar test. Remember, or see the syllabus online, you must pass the next grammar test with a 70, or you must re-take English 1010 (this is Shorter College policy). We will diligently prepare in class for this exam; therefore, if you have come to class each time, and if you have taken good notes and paid good attention (which I’m sure you have), you will be ready for the grammar test at the end of the semester. 


NOTE: Important term paper due date announcement: Your term papers will be due on the day and at the hour of the final exam. For every five minutes they are late, ten points will be deducted. You have had plenty of advance notice, so take responsibility not to be late. No term papers over fifty minutes late will be accepted, period. I have purposely set you to work on your term paper from almost day one of the semester, and you have worked on it with various due dates throughout the semester. These are meant to keep you on task weekly with it. Do not procrastinate. Work on your term paper daily, if at all possible (and I know you are being very diligent, for I have seen the evidence of this diligence from those of you who come by my office). Excelsior! Remember, I grade on writing improvement.


NOTE: New due dates for the “OED” presentation, now a GRAMMAR presentation. I have made this change because I feel the class as a whole will benefit more from studying grammar than from perusing and learning how to use the OED. Soon you will each be given a GRAMMAR assignment on which to give a 3-5-minute report. You will be given extensive instructions for this presentation. Make sure you keep up with this GRAMMAR-presentation sheet(s) (or write its information down elsewhere). This report will count 10% of your final grade (GRADE 8). Be sure to see the helpful online handouts on these (they will give general expectations for presentations, and we will also discuss these in class). These handouts are found under (surprise!) “Handouts,” and then look under “Oxford English Dictionary (OED)” and under “Public Speaking.” In class, as time permits, we will also start covering more of the Subject/Strategies selections that your fellow students argued for so cogently. Another word on the GRAMMAR presentations is in order. These will be given on Monday, 10-17, on Wednesday, 10-19, and on Friday, 10-21. Unless you want to volunteer and go first, names will be drawn from the proverbial hat, and you must go when your name is drawn; therefore, if you are not in class on the day your name is drawn from the hat, you will earn a very costly and unnecessary zero for the presentation, which counts 10% of your final grade.


Your homework is also to peruse the sections of Harbrace that will help you understand your grammar weaknesses better, and to strengthen them! Come prepared to ask questions. Grammar is a form of dark chocolate. Enjoy it!
9-28 / Wed.
Today we will do some (more) work in the identification of comma splices and fragments. Obviously, also keep working on your term papers. I will focus on grammar with your class until I feel everyone is more confident in their grammar knowledge. Your homework is, again, to read the sections of Harbrace that will help you understand your grammar weaknesses better. You can strengthen these. Come prepared to ask questions. 
9-30 / Fri.
Continue working on your term papers. You may also be assigned a Subject/Strategies selection/essay to read. If so, I will make this assignment in class and will write it on the board.
10-3 / Mon.
We will go over the two Subjects/Strategies pieces in-depth. We will also discuss your grammar presentations today. Your next reading assignment will be made. We will also discuss any grammatical issues I feel are pressing. I have seen Lukas Gonzales scouring my website (on a swing outside at Shorter), and I know a number of you have been doing this investigation, too. Continue that. It will strengthen all of your work. Also, continue working on your grammar presentations; they are GRADE 8, ten percent of your final grade. This week we will toggle between Subjects/Strategies and grammar work. So bring your grammar, term paper, etc. questions, please!
Go Hawks! Go Chorale! Go Thespians!

Note to Dr. Butcher’s writing mavens: Your essay rewrites are looking good, after the first read through. They are much improved, a pleasure to peruse. Well done! Keep it up!

Classes ARE being held at Shorter College on Monday, 9-26, and Tuesday, 9-27.
10-5 / Wed.
NOTE: A heads up—Term paper notes are due in class on Friday, 10-28, so continue working assiduously on your term papers. Also continue working on your GRAMMAR presentations. You may also be assigned a Subject/Strategies selection/essay to read. If so, I will make this assignment in class and will write it on the board.

10-7 / Fri.
Continue working your term papers. Also continue working on your GRAMMAR presentations. You may also be assigned a Subject/Strategies selection/essay to read. If so, I will make this assignment in class and will write it on the board.

10-10 / Mon.
This is a holiday.

10-12 / Wed.
Continue working on your GRAMMAR presentations, term papers, and reading assignments.

10-14 / Fri.
Dr. Butcher is out-of-town lecturing. (Continue working on your GRAMMAR presentations, term papers, and reading assignments. GRAMMAR presentations begin on Monday, 10-17!)
10-17 / Mon.
Begin GRAMMAR presentations. Remember—you need a visual component! This is GRADE 8, and 10% of your final grade. I will take volunteers first, and then I will draw names from a hat; if you are absent when your name is drawn (or unprepared), your presentation will receive a zero.
10-19 / Wed.
Continue GRAMMAR presentations.

10-21 / Fri.
Penultimate day for GRAMMAR presentations.

10-22 / Sat.
Dr. Butcher does a book signing at Barnes and Noble, from 2:00 – 4:00. Come have a latte! All welcome!
10-24 / Mon.
Grammar presentations. Last day! They have been superb! Work on your term paper. Other reading assignments will be made nearer these dates. Watch this space and/or the classroom whiteboard! (And also watch every other space below for these same reading announcements!)

10-25 / Tues.
Dr. Butcher speaks in Chapel at 11:00 a.m. on the Korean Fulbright experience. Brookes Chapel. Be there or be rectangle!

10-26 / Wed.
Work on your term paper. Term paper notes are due in on Friday (10-28), the next class period. Also, do you have grammar test questions? Please be sure to ask them in class.

10-28 / Fri.
Bring your term paper notes to class for a homework grade. Please have these organized in some helpful (for you and noticeable to me) fashion. As we discussed in class, you may use 3” x 5” cards or notebooks, but do eschew the notes on napkins, on scrap paper, and on newspaper edges in a shoe box route. Thanks! I will not take these up. I will go around the class and take a quick but piercing look to make sure you’re on the right track.

