Thanks to all who came to the book-signing/-reading! You made it a special, special day!

Love, Dr. Butcher

Fall 2005 Assignments for Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher’s Scholars 

Advanced Grammar

Final Exam Date: Wednesday, 30 November, 2:00-5:00 p.m.

Office hours: Monday 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. (in Rome Hall 211 office); Wednesday 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. (in Rome Hall 211 office) and 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. (in Writing Center, Rome Hall 101); Friday 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.; and always by appointment if none of these times suits your schedule. You can also always try to catch me in at any other time. I highly suggest you come by to see me with your questions. You are always welcome to e-mail me at cbutcher(at)shorter.edu, but there is no substitute for an office visit.

Improve your knowledge of grammar! Grammarians: Be sure to check out the multiple, frequently updated “Grammar” handouts under the “Handouts” link on this website.

Please look at the following websites:

Look at the diagramming online. Let me know what you think of these sites:
http://www.geocities.com/fifth_grade_tpes/diagram.html &
http://www.geocities.com/fifth_grade_tpes/answers.html &
http://www.geocities.com/gene_moutoux/basicdiagrams1-5.htm
(that's from http://www.geocities.com/gene_moutoux/basicdiagrams.htm and click on the individual examples) &
http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/diagrams/diagrams.htm &
http://gorams.wssu.edu/wallr/eng3321ReedKellogg_files/frame.htm (a very good site on the Reed-Kellogg diagram version, which I--and most people--find best to use).
 
Please click around and explore these sites; they show diagrammed sentences. It’s exciting!
The OED presentations are splendid! Marvelous! As the Germans say, they are “Ausgezeichnet!” Keep it up!

11-7 / Mon.
OED presentations continue.

11-9 / Wed. 
OED presentations may continue.

11-11 / Fri.
Diagramming will continue. Please be sure you have your diagramming (on paper) and your parsing (attached to an e-mail to me) turned in. Thanks! 
11-21

Pre-exam (‘dead’) week begins! The semester end is nigh! Weep, O, Morphosyntax lovers!
* * * 
Archived Assignments are below:

8-19 / Fri. 
For Mon., print out syllabus and bring to class. Also, read chapter 1 in Algeo and Pyles’s ODEL, 5th edition. Consider whether or not you think there is such a thing as bad grammar. What is grammar? Also cogitate on the

language associated with studying grammar. Like any field, the study of grammar requires a unique lexicon. Don’t let it throw you. 

8-22 / Mon. 
Start reading chapter 5 in ODEL, pp. 86-122. This is the chapter on Old English. Don’t get bogged down in the declensions (I mean, don’t go memorizing them or anything), but do use them to help you understand the answer to this question: Is Old English a synthetic or an analytic language? Why? We will not be reading ODEL in sequential fashion (as you have no doubt already realized). If you read John Algeo’s introduction, you will see that such an approach is encouraged.

8-24 / Wed.
Continue with the assignments above. (If you’re smart—and I know you are—you will find and learn how to use the online OED and also the print version in the library. They are located where the punch was at Friday’s library bash.)

8-26 / Fri.
Continue with the assignments above. Also, start thinking about researching a presentation on a word from the OED. These will be given in pairs (or trios, if need be).

8-29 / Mon.
Continue by reading the paragraphs students wrote for Friday. Also, go over Tom Adams’ excellent points—what makes for “bad grammar”? Why do we have “bad grammar”? (I personally blame it all on the utter lack of diagramming these days.)

8-31 / Wed.
Analyze “Cædmon’s Hymn” in class (with handout). Also go over the Ten Basic Sentences handout conscientiously (with handout). Please skip over to the library and check out both the print OED (2nd Edition) and the online OED (New Edition). For your presentation, you will be given a letter. With that letter, you will dash to the library and look up a word (of your choice) in the OED. This word (of your choice) will be your key to OED success and understanding. After you have made your initial forays into the exciting world that is the OED, I will take you there myself on Friday. Great job on those paragraphs! Overall, the writing was splendid! Keep it up!

9-2 / Fri.
Field trip to the Livingston Library to discover more about the OED online and in print. Go yourself ahead of time, so this trip’s additional information is not wasted! Over the long weekend, please familiarize (i.e., print out) yourself with the following handouts (see “Handouts” link at www.carmenbutcher.com: Under the GRAMMAR category, print out the handout, “Basic Terms for Grammar Explained”; under the OLD ENGLISH category, read all of the handouts there but don’t print them out; under PUBLIC SPEAKING, click on the sample OED presentations, and print them out. These are all very important! For the ones you are to print out, please bring these to class, stapled together. For Wednesday, 9-7, look over the mid-term handouts carefully. Please notice they are being given out today, Friday, 9-2-05, in order to give you much advance studying-time, since the mid-term is not until Friday, October 7th. You have over a month to become comfortable with the linguistic terms. Learning the lexicon of any field is a necessity. Do not just look up these terms and hope for the best. Look them up and write down their definitions PLUS AN EXAMPLE for each. You will need both a brilliant, concise definition and a brilliant, concise EXAMPLE to ace this test, which I am sure each one of you with your prodigious brains can certainly do! Also for Wednesday, September 7th, answer the questions and do the exercises on page 112-113 from PODEL. Hold on to (and keep near and ready for class discussion) the icy Ten Most Common Sentence Patterns handout. We will be going over those in the near future. They are keenly important. Please notice that OED presentations begin October 31st, Monday, and will continue that week on November 2nd, Wednesday. If necessary, we will take a third day of class time to do these. I will take volunteers, and, after that, I will draw names from the proverbial hat. If you are not present when your name is drawn, a zero will be earned for your presentation.

9-5 / Mon.
Holiday.

9-7 / Wed.
Go over handouts on Old English syntax in class. For Friday, study the handout on basic sentence patterns. Look over the mid-term quiz on vocabulary. Come with questions about it.

9-9 / Fri.
We will go over the basic sentence patterns! Your questions today were excellent! Keep that up, please! Please note: Until Friday, 10-7 (the mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Be assiduous (as I am sure you will be). 

9-12 / Mon.
We will continue going over the basic sentence patterns. If we have time, we will go over more vocabulary terms for the mid-term test. Bring more questions, please! Your future happiness absolutely depends on your intimate knowledge of these basic ten sentence patterns. You do well to know them the way you know your favorite color, your favorite soda, your favorite snack, and your favorite TV show. Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Please look below to see that you will have had since 9-2 to make your mid-term-quiz study notebook. That is (without counting weekends and holidays) a whopping fourteen class / homework days. Therefore, I will expect your performance on the test to be jam up and jelly tight.

9-14 / Wed. 
Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Go, Scholars, go! 

9-16 / Fri. 
What is an intransitive verb? We’ll investigate today. Isn’t grammar exciting?!!! Check out Jane Straus at http://www.grammarbook.com/author.asp -- what do you think of her approach to grammar? Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Go, Grammarians, go!

9-19 / Mon.
Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Go, Verb-Lovers, go!

9-20 / Tues. ANNOUNCEMENT: The Study Abroad Fair will be held in FSU from 10-1, Tuesday, Sept. 20.  This is a time for students to gather information about how study abroad is possible for them and to speak with our students and faculty, and with representatives from other universities about their programs. The fair is a part of the MISSION POSSIBLE: GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP series that includes chapel on Tuesday which is celebrating 2005 as the year of foreign languages, and the Global Perspectives Forum on Wednesday at 3 p.m. in Brookes Chapel.

9-21 / Wed.
Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Go, Future Rhetorical Experts, go!

9-23 / Fri.
Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Go, Diagramming Mavens, go!

9-26 / Mon.
Congrats to the Periscope staff—great job! Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Go, Definition Meisters, go!
9-28 / Wed. 
Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Go, Example Gatherers, go!
9-30 / Fri.
Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Go, Splendid Thinkers, go!
10-3 / Mon.
Today in class we will go over the actual mid-term exam. Yes! I have created it already, and I will lead you through it step-by-step. Don’t miss this exciting exploration! Note: Please add “relative pronoun” to your list of mid-term terms, with this definition: “A part of speech that relates a dependent clause to a noun in the main clause (some examples are who, whom, which, and that). “Relative pronoun” is absolutely essential for you to know for the second half of the semester when we will diagram and parse to our heart’s delight. Remember, novelist Gertrude Stein said, “I really do not know that anything has ever been more exciting than diagramming sentences.” Of course, to that I say, “Atta girl, Gerty!” Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. Go, Dictionary Aficionados, go!

For after the mid-term, for those of you who are curious, please see the following websites:

Look at the diagramming online. Let me know what you think of these sites:
http://www.geocities.com/fifth_grade_tpes/diagram.html &
http://www.geocities.com/fifth_grade_tpes/answers.html &
http://www.geocities.com/gene_moutoux/basicdiagrams1-5.htm
(that's from http://www.geocities.com/gene_moutoux/basicdiagrams.htm and click on the individual examples) &
http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/diagrams/diagrams.htm &
http://gorams.wssu.edu/wallr/eng3321ReedKellogg_files/frame.htm (a very good site on the Reed-Kellogg diagram version, which I--and most people--find best to use).
 
Please click around and explore these sites; they show diagrammed sentences. It’s exciting!
10-5 / Wed. 
We will continue to review very specifically for the mid-term on Friday. Until 10-7 (mid-term date), your homework without question is to create your mid-term-quiz study notebook. The mid-term will be given at the next class period on Friday. Review, Great Students, review!
10-7 / Fri.
Mid-Term exam (see Necessary Vocabulary handout, given out in class on Friday, 9-2-05). Good luck to you all!

Reminder: Over the weekend, please rest, and, while you rest, 10-10 / Mon.
Holiday.

10-12 / Wed.
Please turn your attention to preparing for your OED presentations. Please see my website for sample presentations under the “Handouts” links. Bring questions (as ever) to class! Please bring questions!

10-14 / Fri.
Dr. Butcher is out-of-town lecturing.

10-17 / Mon.
Diagramming and OED presentations—any questions on the latter? Work on OED presentations. Bring questions about it to class (please)!
Great job on the mid-terms!
10-19 / Wed.
Diagramming!

10-21 / Fri. 
Diagramming! Excelsior!
10-22 / Sat.
Dr. Butcher does a book signing at Barnes and Noble, from 2:00 – 4:00. Come have a latte! All welcome!

10-24 / Mon.
Diagramming through 10-26 (Wed.) through 10-28 (Fri.). Presentations begin on Monday, October 31st!

10-25 / Tues.
Dr. Butcher speaks in Chapel at 11:00 a.m. on the Korean Fulbright experience. Brookes Chapel. Be there or be rectangle!

10-31 / Mon.
More diagramming in class and out.

11-2 / Wed.
More diagramming in class and out!
11-4 / Fri.
OED presentations begin. Volunteers?

